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Western Specialty Contractors Provides
“3 Keys to Doing Successful Property Inspections”
(St. Louis, MO, April 10, 2019) If you are a building owner or manager and want to reduce facility
maintenance costs, there are a lot of advantages to performing routine property inspections.
To begin with, property inspections provide valuable information that makes the stressful maintenance
decision-making process much easier and straightforward.
Proper building inspections involve more than just walking around a property looking for potential
issues. There are plenty of property inspections that don’t do much to help the facility manager or
owner.
However, there are a few, simple keys to doing successful property inspections that everyone should
know:
1. Start with Standardized Methods
Successful inspection programs are built on a foundation of excellent standardized methods that can
help improve consistency from inspection to inspection over time. That way, results from a current
inspection can be reliably compared to results from past ones. Recommendations include:
- Taking several pictures of each component’s condition – don’t try to rely on notes from inspectors
exclusively.

- Using a condition rating scale – keep ratings as simple as possible.
Sometimes facility managers are tempted to start doing inspections first, then work on figuring out how
to record the data later. That method is a recipe for expensive mistakes and a less-than-successful
inspection.
2. Instructions Matter
Successful inspections are leveraged by well-written guidelines.
Starting with standardized methods will get building owners and managers a good way down the path
toward a successful inspection, but the maintenance team will need further assistance, so providing
them with written instructions to review can be beneficial.
Even if an inspection is set up correctly, it only makes it harder to get the traction needed on an
inspection if the staff isn’t quire sure what to do. Dumbing down the instructions and taking the
guesswork out of the equation will go a long way toward ensuring a successful inspection.
3. Create Checklists (or know where to get them)
Successful inspections have rock-solid processes. For those who are new to exterior maintenance,
creating checklists can be a fun and exciting way to improve their skills.
But to do a great inspection, learning how to make excellent inspection checklists is recommended, or
ask a contractor for assistance.
Building owners and managers can supply the vision and property knowledge, but the contractor brings
their years of experience and expertise.
For more information about performing successful property inspections, contact the Western Specialty
Contractors branch location nearest you - http://www.westernspecialtycontractors.com/westernlocations/.
About Western Specialty Contractors

Family-owned and operated for more than 100 years, Western Specialty Contractors is the nation’s
largest specialty contractor in masonry and concrete restoration, waterproofing and specialty
roofing. Western offers a nationwide network of expertise that building owners, engineers, architects,
and property managers can count on to develop cost-effective, corrective measures that can add years
of useful life to a variety of structures including industrial, commercial, healthcare, historic, educational
and government buildings, parking structures, and sports stadiums. Western is headquartered in St.
Louis, MO with 30 branch offices nationwide and employs more than 1,200 salaried and hourly
professionals who offer the best, time-tested techniques and innovative technology. For more
information about Western Specialty Contractors, visit www.westernspecialtycontractors.com.
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